A genetic view of iron homeostasis.
Inherited disorders of iron metabolism are invariably disorders of iron balance or distribution. This review describes the proteins known to be involved in establishing and maintaining iron balance, and discusses regulation of iron homeostasis in the context of three cell types: intestinal enterocytes, reticuloendothelial macrophages, and hepatocytes. It emphasizes information gleaned from the use of genetic analyses, particularly in mice, and poses new questions to help advance our understanding of iron balance.